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Dear Parents,  
 We are fast approaching the end of our preschool year.  

Thank you to the many parents and families who have helped at 
preschool during the year in a number of ways.  
We appreciate all those who have helped in the kitchen as part of our 
wash up roster, and to those who have come along and helped on our 
preschool excursions.  

 We thank our social committee who have worked behind the 
scenes – our welcome BBQ, the library, book club, social events – 
our culture and community day - all have been managed 
beautifully by a small but keen group of volunteers – Thank you.  

 
 Thanks also to our Board of Management – also working behind 

the scenes to maintain and improve our preschool – Among other 
projects this year we have been gathering information and quotes 
to replace the lighting in our preschool with more sustainable 
options – hoping to complete this work in 2019. We have also 
grappled with funding changes and have accordingly set the 
budget for the coming year.  

 
 Thanks also to our wonderful team of teachers and educators – 

and to Lisa our office manager – these are the people who help to 
make the preschool the beautiful place it is. I have attached a 
teacher/staff list to this newsletter as we have a few people 
changing classrooms in 2019.  

 
 Wishing everyone a happy and safe Christmas and New Year.  

Best wishes to our children who are off to school next year – what an 
exciting time! We look forward to seeing you again at our “class of 2018 
reunion” to be held in March next year.  
 

 We also look forward to seeing our preschool friends who are 
returning to preschool next year. You may like to take a look at 
the next page of this newsletter for some information about class 
placements. We have also included the term dates for the year on 
page 6  and the fees and charges for 2019 on page 7 of this 
newsletter.  

Kind Regards,  
Felicity Barclay - Director 

 

      



 

 
Class Placements for children returning to preschool in 2019 

 
Two day classes Mon/Tues and Thurs/Fri  

 We have introduced a change for 2019 – with two of our 2 day classes being for 4 year olds instead 
of all of our 2 day classes being for 3 year olds. Not only does this offer families a little more 
flexibility, it also helps the preschool maximise the funding we receive from the NSW Department of 
Education, with 4 year olds being funded more than 3 year olds.  

 Our two day classes and teachers are as follows:  
 Green 2 (G2) Monday/Tuesday – 3 year old class 

• New Early Childhood Teacher (yet to be appointed) 
• Anne Martin 
• Jenny Costin 

• Yellow 2 (Y2) Monday/Tuesday – 4 year old class 
• Trudi Mackay 
• Chris Hooton 
• Lisa Hill 

• Red 2 (R2) Thursday/Friday – 3 year old class  
• Kirsten Hoolahan 
• Toni Bossi  
• Ros Bennett 

• Blue 2 (B2) Thursday/Friday – 4 year old class  
• Cate Barnard 
• Katharine Watts 

 
Three day classes – Mon/Tues/Wed and Wed/Thurs/Fri 
We will be finalising our class placements over the next few weeks. If you have a child returning for three 
days in 2019, we will advise you of their class placement a day or two before preschool starts back at the 
end of January 2019. This allows us to make minor changes and adjustments through December and 
January as enrolments are finalised and as we are advised of changes to enrolments.   

 Our three day classes and teachers are as follows:  
 Blue Room – (B3) Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday   

• Bernadette Ogle 
• Katharine Watts 

 Red Room – (R3) Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday 
• Kirsten Hoolahan 
• Karen Oliver  

 Yellow Room – (Y3) Wednesday/Thursday/Friday  
• Carmen Garland 
• Susan Gui 

Green Room (G3) Wednesday/Thursday/Friday  
• Katie Sadleir 
• Anne Martin 
• Trish Watson  
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Programming time 
and lunch time 

relief  
Gena, Judy, Happy 

and Janice also 
back in 2019 😊😊  



hich class will my child be in?  
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What class will my child be in next year?  

 Teachers make decisions carefully and thoughtfully about each child’s class placement.  
 The days parents have chosen for their child to attend preschool narrows the choice of class down 

to two possible options – ie for each attendance pattern (Mon/Tue/Wed or Wed/Thur/Fri there 
are only two classes to choose from).  

 Some children will be with the same teacher and room whereas others will be with a different 
teacher and room.  

 Next year – all of our teachers are remaining in the same classroom, however our other educators 
will all be in different classrooms.  

 
Helping your child transition to a new class -  words that might help….  

 For two day children transitioning to 3 days - “Remember when we go back to preschool that you 
will be going for three days this year on a Wednesday, Thursday and Friday or Monday/Tuesday 
and Wednesday – an extra day to spend with your friends!”  

 “You will be in either the blue or the red room next year - (insert appropriate room colours here).  
I wonder which one it will be?”  

 “each classroom is a bit different and all of the teachers at preschool are very kind”  “Whichever 
class you’re in and whichever children/teacher you’re with I am sure you’ll have a happy year at 
preschool”   

 Some of the teachers have had a change this year too! They will be in different classrooms.    
 
It will, however be important to acknowledge your child’s feelings and not gloss over real anxieties 
he/she may be feeling prior to coming to preschool or once he/she knows which class he/she will be 
entering.  
 
 
Here are some words which may help deal with questions or potential anxieties: 

 “I’m not sure if you’ll be in the same class as (favourite friend’s name) – If you’re not – that’s OK – 
there will be new children to meet and you will see (friend’s name) outside at some stage”.  

 ( Parents note: we have a rotation system for outside play so that different class groups mix 
together). 

 “If you’re not in the same class as (friend’s name), perhaps we could invite her/him over to play 
on a day when you are both not at preschool? 

 If your child says that he/she wants to be in a particular class – it is important to acknowledge 
their feelings while expressing your own confidence in the decision: “ I know you’d really like to 
be in the (blue/yellow/red/green) room. I can understand that you feel sad, but let’s find 
something you’d like to do in this lovely room. 

 It will also be helpful if you let your child know that there will be some children at preschool who 
are new and who have not been to preschool before and that it would be good if they could help 
these children.  

 Bear in mind, as all children are individuals they will respond in different ways to new situations. 
For the most part we find that children settle in positively to their second year whether they’re in 
the same or a different class. However, you as parents play an important part in helping your child 
feel confident about change and new situations.  
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 Dealing with change….  
 While we would love to see everyone happy about decisions made about class placements, there 

are each year a small number of parents who are disappointed about the class placement for their 
child.  

In order to help the children start the year off on a happy note, please consider the following:  
 It is not helpful nor does it provide a happy start for your child if their parents express any 

discontent in front of their child, or other children or before the child has a chance to settle into 
the classroom.  

 Please settle your child first. It will help your child enormously if you can speak positively about 
their class placement. If parents have a concern or question please settle your child first in his/her 
allocated classroom, then come and speak with Felicity.                                                                                                                              

 Children learn from their parents and observe the ways in which you respond to change, 
disappointment or new situations.                                                                                                                                                    

 Remember, once at school, your child (and parents) will need to learn to get on with a range of 
different children and teachers. Bear this in mind as you read the class lists for this year! 

 Consider “re-framing” any disappointment or uncertainty you may have into a more optimistic 
excitement about new possibilities. This is a good life lesson for adults as well as a great example 
for your child.  

 
The team of educators and I have worked thoughtfully over the last few weeks as we have begun to 
arrange our classes for this year – we too are excited and confident about a happy and positive year 
ahead. 

We look forward to seeing the children and families from 2018 back again as part of our preschool 
community in 2019. 
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Term one  
Please note – we have a staggered start for all children in the two day group so 
that we can help settle the new children into the preschool alongside our returning 
two day children in a smaller class group for the first week. This means that if your 
child is in a two day (Mon/Tues or Thurs/Fri group) your child will only attend for 
one day in their first week of preschool. This will help facilitate a smooth transition 
for all children.  

We will email all families during January to advise of the exact start date and 
time for your child. 

Wednesday /Thursday /Friday - 3 

day group Start date - Thursday 

31st January 2019  

Thursday/Friday – 2 day group 

Start date – ½ the group will start on Thursday 31st January and the other ½ will start 
on Friday 1st February. (Only attending one day this week) 

We will advise via email in January as to whether your child will commence on 
the Thursday or the Friday. 

Monday /Tuesday /Wednesday – 3 day 

group Start date – Monday 4th February 

Monday/Tuesday – 2 day group 

Start date – ½ the group will start on Monday 4th February and the other ½ 
will start on Tuesday 5th February. (Only attending one day this week). 

We will advise via email in January as to whether your child will commence 
on Monday or Tuesday. 

Continued next page…  
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Term one ends on Friday 12th April 2019 
Term two dates 
Tuesday 30th  April – Friday 5th July 2019 
(NB Monday 29th April is a Teacher professional development day)  
Term three dates 
Monday 22nd July – Thursday 26th September  (NB Friday 27th September is a Teacher 
professional development day) 
Term four dates 
Monday 14th October – Monday 16th December 

 

Preschool holidays 2019 (no preschool during this time) 
 

Holidays at the 
end of term one 

Holidays at the 
end of term two 

Holidays at the 
end of term three 

Holidays at the 
end of term four 

Sat 13/4/ 19- 
Mon 29/4/19 
(inclusive)  

Sat 6/7/ 19- 
Sun 21/7/19 
(inclusive) 

Friday 27/9/-  
Sun 13/10/19 
(inclusive) 

Tuesday 17/12/19  
Thurs 30/1/20 
(inclusive) 

Public Holidays that occur during school terms 2019 
Queen's Birthday Monday, 10 June 2019 

 

Dates for your diary – Preschool fees invoice dates and due date for payment 
Fees paid in advance for the following term Date invoice 

emailed 
Date fees due 

Fees for term one 2019 Friday 7/12/18 Friday 18/1/19 
Fees for term two 2019 Friday 8/3/19 Friday 22/3/19 
Fees for term three 2019 Friday 7/6/19 Friday 21/6/19 
Fees for term four 2019 Friday 30/8/19 Friday 13/9/19 

Preschool fees must be paid by the due date in order to secure your child’s 
ongoing enrolment for the next term and in order to avoid a late payment fee of 
$100. 

Fees are calculated across a whole year – and payable by the term. There are no refunds 
for Public holidays, staff development days or when children are absent from preschool. 

Preschool hours 

• Preschool doors open at 8AM each day  
• Preschool doors close at 3.30PM each day 
• Children must be supervised by preschool staff while in the 

playground at all times. Our playground must be clear of children 
and families by 3.3 

 
 

 

 
3.30PM 

 

Arrival time 
Any time 

between 8AM-
9AM 



Words of wisdom…. 

Gordon Community Fee schedule as at January 2019 
Fee classifications  Term fee Daily rate* 

• 3 Year Old (2 days)  $1187  $57.88 
• 3 Year Old Low Income (2 days)  $628  $30.65 
• 4 Year Old (2 days)  $1224  $59.70 
• 4 Year Old (3 days)  $1836  $59.70 
• 4 year old Low income (2 days)  $627  $30.58 
• 4 Year Old Low Income (3 days)  $940  $30.58 

Levies and additional charges 

• Membership Fee  $1 pa 
• Equipment Levy  $54 Per term 
• Incursions/Excursions Levy  $46 Per term 
• Yard Levy  $63 Per term 
• Social and Community Levy  $37 Per term 
• * Please note – the fees are calculated on a yearly basis and averaged out to give families

an approximation of the daily rate.
That is, we base our fees on a 41 week preschool year and multiply this by either 2 or 3 days per 
week, then divide by 4 to give us the term fee.  

• 3 year olds are classified as children who turn four after July 31st 2019
• 4 year olds are classified as children who turn four before July 31st 2019
• Fees are set by the Parent Board of Management and are subject to change.
• Fees are set in accordance with the Department of Education’s funding guidelines
• To be eligible for the  low income fee relief rate – families must present a copy of a Health

Care card which lists both the parent and child’s name – with the child listed as a
dependent.

• As the preschool is a non profit, community preschool, if family circumstances change and
families no longer require fee relief, it would be appreciated if you could advise the
preschool office.

• Fees are payable in full, in advance of each term in order to secure your child’s ongoing
preschool place.
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GCP End of year Checklist
Check the dates for your class end
of year singalong and remember to let
your child’s teachers know if you are coming. Email your
teachers – (not the office) to let them know)
blueroomgcp@gmail.com; yellowroomgcp@gmail.com;
redroomgcp@gmail.com; greenroomgcp@gmail.com
Our singalongs are our way of ending the year and
celebrating with friends and family – it’s an important
day for your child – we hope you can join us.

Remember to bring in some items for our Lifeline
giving tree (see next page for ideas).

Please bring in your child’s end of year homework.
This is an important part of community building for our
preschool and a nice way to affirm your child as he/she
shares their homework and  family celebrations with
his/her peers. (Spare notes on the verandah if you
missed the email).

Look on the door of your child’s classroom for the
“party day chart” and let us know what you’ll be
bringing along.

If your child is returning to Gordon Community
Preschool – please remember that fees for term one are
payable in advance. See page 6 for dates and timeframes
for fee payments in 2019.

Give your child a kiss and a cuddle
and let them know that they are very
much loved. (Make this a priority item
and repeat
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Reminders!                                                 
Homework Sheets – We have one on display in our 
foyer/entry way – let’s see a few more please! 

Please place contributions for 
Lifeline’s Christmas hamper 
appeal under our “Giving Tree”in the foyer. 
Thank you!  
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That’s all for this edition of the Gordonews.  
On behalf of all the teachers and staff at GCP and the parent 
board of management – a peaceful joyous Christmas and a 
wonderful New Year for all 
Kind Regards,  

Felicity Barclay  

Ideas to inspire and motivate children to eat 
healthily this Christmas! 
https://www.cleanandscentsible.com/healthy
-christmas-food-ideas/

Gordonews   page 10/10 

https://www.cleanandscentsible.com/healthy-christmas-food-ideas/
https://www.cleanandscentsible.com/healthy-christmas-food-ideas/

	Gordonews
	Monday /Tuesday /Wednesday – 3 day group Start date – Monday 4th February Monday/Tuesday – 2 day group
	Preschool holidays 2019 (no preschool during this time)
	Preschool fees must be paid by the due date in order to secure your child’s ongoing enrolment for the next term and in order to avoid a late payment fee of $100.


