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Dear Parents, welcome to another edition of our preschool newsletter - 
Gordonews.  
 
Please take the opportunity to read about what's happening at preschool. I have 
also attached a term three calendar and a feedback form - so take a moment to 
give us your feedback about your experience at Gordon Community Preschool.  
 
I can't believe we are almost at the end of our second term. We have had a very 
busy and productive time - we loved having visiting parents here as part of our 
parents and friends morning and we have enjoyed our visits from Rangers on the 
run (with bugs/insects) for our two day groups and excursions to the reptile park 
for our three day groups. Some of our preschool parents also shared an 
informative and helpful evening as they attended a parenting workshop facilitated 
by child and family counsellor Michele Elsom.  
 
Similarly, we have some exciting events planned for our third term. A walk to 
Gordon Station and the library for our two day groups and we are off to Ku-ring-gai 
wildflower garden with our three day groups.  
 
Some of our preschool families have expressed anxieties about their children 
attending excursions. Please don't hesitate to make an appointment to speak with 
me about your concerns. Venturing out on an excursion without mum or dad - 
along with teachers and friends is so valuable for preschool children. It's a great 
way to build resilience and to help foster a sense of curiosity about the world 
around us. We plan our excursions very carefully - and ensure that our bus trips 
are booked with a coach fitted with seat belts and with a reputable company. We 
also carefully consider the venue and plan the whole day with consideration for 
safety as well as considering opportunities for fun and learning. It would be a 
shame for children to miss out on these trips - so please have a chat with me if you 
have any questions or concerns.  
 
Lisa will be commencing enrolments for next year in a little while. Our two day 
group children who wish to return to GCP in 2018 will receive a priority place in the 
three day group. Lisa will be sending out a 
 Re - enrolment survey early next term when we will ask you to indicate your 
preference for either a Mon/Tue/Wed place or a Wed/Thur/Fri place.  Stay tuned 
for details. 
If you have a younger child – not currently attending preschool and you do not 
have their name on the wait list - please make sure you pick up a wait list form so 
they can be included on our data base for enrolments in 2018 and beyond.  
Kind Regards 
Felicity Barclay - Director 

 

     

PLEASE NOTE 
 
New email addresses for our office 
and director at preschool 
 
admin@gordonpreschool.com.au  
 
director@gordonpreschool.com.au  

mailto:admin@gordonpreschool.com.au
mailto:director@gordonpreschool.com.au
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Have you completed our online survey yet?  

We ask all families to take ten minutes and to follow the link and complete our 

Fund Raising and Community Survey. We need your input.  

We have translated hard copies of the survey in Mandarin and Traditional 

Chinese to help you complete the survey if required. I have emailed these out to 

families via hubworks, with hard copies available on the preschool verandah.  

Here is the link to the survey - 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/fundraisingandcommunityatGCP  
 

                    

Parent Help Roster – term Three  
Keep a look out for our parent help roster for 
term three. The sign up chart will be on the 
verandah. 
We ask parents to come in to help wash up our 
paint brushes and pots during the afternoon.  
This term it is blue and yellow room’s turn again. 
We very much appreciate the assistance our 
parents provide in this way. Thank you! 
 

                                    
 
 

 

Words of wisdom 

Useful links for families: 
http://www.startingblocks.gov.au/  learn about developmental milestones, tips on starting 
childcare/preschool and other useful information for families 
http://raisingchildren.net.au/ up to date, research based material on a wide range of issues relating to 
parenting, behaviour, nutrition, health, play and child development. 
 http://www.kidsafe.com.au/ information designed to help prevent unintentional injuries and accidents 
in young children.  
https://playgroupaustralia.org.au/  - find a playgroup and find out about specific playgroup 
programmes for children with Autism or other additional support needs 
 
 
 
   

  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/fundraisingandcommunityatGCP
http://www.startingblocks.gov.au/
http://raisingchildren.net.au/
http://www.kidsafe.com.au/
https://playgroupaustralia.org.au/
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“I phones,” “ lap tops” , “note books”, “DVDs”, “Netflix”, “Foxtel”, “Download” ….. 
The children of 2017 are very familiar with this kind of technological vocabulary! Words such as this would 
have been quite a mystery when I was a child.  
Perhaps you have heard it said “If you have an IT problem, ask a teenager!”.  
Even younger children can often find their way around a computer screen better than the adults around 
them. 
The world has changed quite rapidly in the last 10-20 years and our children’s experience of “childhood” is 
probably quite different from yours or mine.  
 
??? Question?? 
Can you take a guess at what the recommendations are in relation to the amount of time children should 
spend on ‘screen time’?  
 
How much time do you think a child aged 2-5 years old should spend looking at a screen each day? Take a 
guess… 
Would it surprise you to know that the recommendation is for less than an hour a day. 
For children younger than 2 – the Australian Government Department of Health Physical and Sedentary 
Behaviour Guidelines recommends zero (yes 0) hours a day of screen time.  
 
The Australian Institute of Families in a 2016 publication reported that children aged 4-5 are on average 
spending more than 2 hours per day on screen time (I wouldn’t mind betting it’s even more in many 
households).  
 
So what’s the big deal with screen time? Why does it matter?  
One of the key concerns is that when children are engaged in screen time they are not active – they are 
usually sitting down – and this sedentary behaviour is not good for health, growth and development.  
Research shows that children who spend more time on a screen are more likely to  

- Be less physically active 
- Have fewer social interactions 
- Be more overweight  
- Eat more sugary and salty snack foods and drinks 
Research also points to a link between increased television viewing with a higher rate of attention 
problems as compared with those children who engage in less screen time.  Continued next page… 

Thinking about screen time 
– its impact on child 
development and the 
importance of outside 
play….  

 
Written by Felicity Barclay 



  

 
It’s not rocket science to figure out than while kids are watching tv or playing computer games, looking at 
mum’s I phone or watching DVDs that they are not outside playing.  
It’s worth thinking about what children are missing out on if their physical activity and opportunity to get 
outside is limited because of time spent on screens and other indoor activities.  
 
So what’s so great about outside play?    

Physical activity and health benefits.  
When children are outside – perhaps in a park, at the beach, in the bush or even in a friend’s back yard they 
have the opportunity to run, climb, balance, to crawl under, crawl over, ride a bike, swim, negotiate uneven 
ground…and more… 
These sorts of activities support the development of healthy bones, healthy lungs, helps maintain a healthy 
weight and also helps to provide greater exposure to vitamin D and helps to support a healthy immune system.  
 

Social Skills                        
When children are playing outside together at preschool, or in a park or with family and friends in the back yard they 
have the opportunity to develop a whole range of social skills. Negotiating, problem solving, listening to the ideas of 
others, sharing resources, waiting and taking turns, making suggestions, standing up for yourself, caring for friends – 
all these skills are learnt best through play. Parents and teachers can help children develop positive social skills by 
gently facilitating or prompting when your child is playing with others. “Listen to Jayden – he’s telling you he doesn’t 
like that” or “Maybe you could ask her if you can have a turn when she’s finished with it?”  
We can also help by reading stories which explore themes such as friendship, resolving conflict, caring and so on. 
Being a role model yourself also helps – children learn what they see. However, the best learning happens ‘on the 
job’ as children play together.  
 

Emotional development  
Whether children are playing outside with others or by themselves, the outdoors offers many opportunities for 
children to develop emotionally. As children master new skills – climbing, balancing, learning how to catch a ball or to 
successfully dig a really big hole this is helping them develop a sense of achievement – of success, or if things don’t 
work out the way they want – they have a fall, they drop the ball or someone pushes them roughly – this too helps 
develop a sense of resilience, of learning how to bounce back from disappointments, hurts or set - backs.  
 
 
 
 

 
                                               
                                                                                                                                               Continued next page….  
 
 
 

Gordonews 
Page 4 of  12 



  

Gordonews                                                                                Page 5 of  12 

Relaxation and connecting with nature   
Think about a place where you feel most relaxed – or perhaps imagine where you might like to go on a 
relaxing holiday.  Chances are, you weren’t thinking about a computer screen. Most people, would probably 
think about somewhere in nature. A beach, a bush walk, a picnic in the park. Getting out into nature is 
inherently relaxing. There is something about a beautiful garden, waves at the beach, the wind on your face, 
the branches of a tree that evoke a sense of pleasure, perhaps peacefulness or wonder. Put simply – it’s 
good for our sense of well - being to connect with nature. The unpredictability, the beauty, the 
awesomeness of nature can be a great recharge for the batteries – an opportunity to be soothed, refreshed 
or even re-invigorated. Experiencing rain on your face, or jumping in puddles, feeling the warm sun or an icy 
breeze cannot be replicated indoors and is actually good for our physical, emotional and mental health.  
Perhaps even more compelling is the idea that experiencing these elements and nurturing a sense of 
appreciation for nature in our young children not only stimulates the development of new neural pathways 
(that is, good for brain development) – but could possibly make a difference to a more sustainable planet. 
We need our future generations to be connected with nature – to lead the way of stewardship or care for 
our land and environment.     

A final word      
Getting outside is beneficial for adults and children. Many children these days live in apartments or in the 
suburbs with not much access to the outdoors – it is therefore important to build and even prioritise 
opportunities for outside play into your child’s life. Plan ahead & be prepared. Do you and your child own 
wet weather gear? Buy some gumboots, a rain jacket a rain hat. If you are adequately dressed – then 
weather should not present an obstacle. Contrary to the beliefs of some – a bit of rain or getting a bit wet is 
not dangerous or bad for children. Dry off well when you get home and enjoy a warm drink – and all will be 
well. Consider the example of children in Finland or Denmark where the Forest schools movement has been 
in place for over 50 years. Children spend their days outside in nature  - rain or shine. This is also a beginning 
movement in Australia. An encouragement to parents to contemplate whether your own anxieties about 
getting outdoors and experiencing a bit of rain or windy weather might warrant some scrutiny or a re think. 
 
In summary  

1. Monitor and consider limiting screen time in your family. Think twice about handing your child an I 
pad or phone to “distract” – instead, think about handing him/her a book – or better still taking a 
walk outside.  

2. Plan ahead – think about how you might be able to build opportunities for outdoor play into you 
and your child’s life. Do some research about local parks, bushwalks, lakes, creeks or beaches.  

3. Reinforce the message to your child that being outside, exercising, trying new things is good for us – 
that nature can be beautiful – find some children’s stories with themes about nature to reinforce the 
message.  

4. Be prepared – buy some wet weather gear – be ready for a walk in the rain and a splash in the 
puddles!   

5. Be a role model – put the phone or I pad away and let your child see that you value time away from 
the screen. Talk about it explicitly too – “It’s good for all of us to have less time on screens”. Take a 
walk, get outside and leave the phone behind. Instead of scrolling on a screen while you supervise 
your child’s play – let him/her see you reading a book, the newspaper, or even meditating or 
exercising.  

6. Celebrate your successes - but don’t be hard on yourself either. It can take several months to 
change a habit. If your family is used to lots of screen time and not much outdoor time it can be hard 
to initiate a change. It’s never too late to start though! Think about it as though you are making 
deposits into your child’s health and well -  being bank account. Each walk or outside activity is a 
“deposit” – these deposits will slowly build up and lead to a healthy sense of health and well - being. 
Your child will then be able to draw on these deposits throughout his/her life.  
 Felicity Barclay – see next page for helpful links and references.  

          



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 To sign and print your name when you sign in and out each day 
 To keep sick/unwell children at home. The other children and our 

teachers want to stay healthy – keep the illnesses away from 
preschool please! 

 To speak with your child’s teachers if you have any questions or 
comments about the programme.  

 To save “hubworks” as a “safe sender” in your email accounts so 
that you can receive correspondence (incuding fee notices) from 
us.  

 To exit the preschool playground by 3.30 at the latest.  
 To remind your child that you love him/her 😊😊  

 Some links and references:             
 

1. Australia’s Physical Activity and Sedentary Behaviour Guidelines: 
http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/content/health-pubhlth-strateg-phys-
act-guidelines  

2. Australian Institute of Families – screen time https://aifs.gov.au/publications/childrens-screen-
time  

3. Forest Kindergartens https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forest_kindergarten  
4. Ideas for outdoor activities http://www.kidspot.com.au/things-to-do/outdoor-activities 
5. Getting outside in Ku-Ring-Gai 

http://www.kmc.nsw.gov.au/Services_facilities/Facilities_and_venues/St_Ives_Precinct/Childre
ns_activities  

Stories and books to help foster an interest in nature and the outdoors 
http://babyology.com.au/sunday-arts/books-little-greenies-environment-award-childrens-literature-
shortlist-revealed.html   and http://childrensbooksdaily.com/100-of-the-best-books-for-children-on-
sustainability/ 
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The key words… 
Perspective and Resilience, Empathy, Nurture, Trust 
 
 

Helping your child deal with conflict 
 
Conflicts or disappointments are a natural part of the social world – for children and adults.  
Not many of us like conflict or challenging situations, however, it is often through working through 
these difficulties or conflicts that we grow and develop as people and that our relationships with 
others can become stronger.  
It is natural for parents to want their child or children to have a happy trouble free life. However, 
this is not realistic and probably not in your child’s best interests.  
While your child is at preschool, or in the park or wherever he/she is playing with other children – 
there will be times when another child hits or kicks or is mean to your child. There will also be times 
when your child is unkind to another, hurts someone or takes something they are playing with.  
It may not be pretty – but it’s part of everyday life in the playground.  
Children are learning about what it means and how it works to be part of a community. They are 
learning how to deal with situations when things don’t go their way. They are learning about turn 
taking, sharing, waiting for others to finish. They are learning that it’s not OK to hit someone – that 
using words instead of physicality is more helpful. They are learning what words to use in a conflict 
and learning what strategies to employ when things go wrong.  
This is where we adults come in – we play a big part in helping children to learn and to develop 
these skills and understandings. So what can we do?  
Here are some key words to remember when helping your child to learn social skills that will 
hopefully carry him/her throughout life:  
Perspective and Resilience, Empathy, Nurture, Trust.  
 
 
Put things in PERSPECTIVE and help your child to do the same.  
Over reacting when one child hurts another (whether accidentally or intentionally) doesn’t help 
anyone. The way that the adults in a child’s world react when he/she falls from a slide or is hit by 
another child can really make a difference to the way your child perceives such challenges in the 
future. Rushing up to the 4 year old in the playground who just took your child’s spade or shoved 
him over and giving her a piece of your mind will do little to demonstrate to your child how to 
calmly yet assertively deal with conflict.  
Sure, it’s important to reassure your child and to let him know you’re on his side – but a sense of 
perspective is helpful. Remember – for the most part – playground skirmishes are common and 
short lived. It is a normal part of children’s growth, learning and development.  
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 Help your child to develop a sense of RESILIENCE  
Resilience is the capacity to bounce back after a set - back or challenge. The capacity to dust yourself 
off and to keep on going in the face of difficulties. Evidence suggests that people who are resilient 
have better health, live longer, happier and more successful and do better at school and at work.  
Resilience develops over time. Children develop resilience when they are given opportunities to 
practice skills, when they have adults around them who model resilience, when they have close 
attachments and relationships with the adults in their lives.  
Encourage your child to keep on trying. If he or she has a setback – encourage them to try again.  
Let them know that everyone makes mistakes.  “We all make mistakes – it’s the way we learn what to 
do next time”.  
Set an example of how you deal with situations when you make mistakes – “Oh dear Mum and Dad 
took the wrong turn – oh well we have discovered a lovely new street now!”.  
Model a positive attitude – “yes it’s a shame you were sick for the excursion – but you know what? 
Everyone gets sick sometimes and there will be lots more excursions and fun days to come!”. Let your 
child know that you are someone who looks on the bright or positive side, rather than seeing the 
negatives in a situation.  
Authentically remind your child of his/her strengths – Sometimes we can go a bit overboard in 
praising children – telling them that they are GREAT at everything. Keep it real, focus on the strengths 
– “You are such a kind brother” “You spent so long on that puzzle” “Oh you’ve got a great sense of 
humour!” – Remember, strengths may not always need be tied to “achievement”. Strengths may be 
seen in values or virtues – Kindness, Patience, Gentleness for example.  
 
 
Help your child to develop EMPATHY 
Empathy is the capacity to see things from another person’s perspective.  
Empathy helps us in many ways:  

- To understand people 
- To communicate more effectively 
- To deal with problems and conflict more productively 
- People with greater degrees of empathy are often seen as leaders 
- To socialise and form relationships more easily.  
• We can teach empathy by modelling it – show your child how you care for those around you.  
• Use language that points to empathy and label emotions  
- “Oh - she must be feeling really sad about losing her puppy” 
- “I wonder how Sammy was feeling when he took your spade?....”  
- “That frightened your sister when you jumped out at her like that”  
• Ask your child to think of ways he/she can care for others –  
- “What would Grandma like us to do for her – do you think she’d like us to take her some 

dinner?”  
- “Lucy has been sick – what could you do to cheer her up?”  
• Read stories that explore themes around empathy. https://pernillesripp.com/2015/08/10/10-

picture-books-that-spark-empathy/  
http://homegrownfriends.com/home/10-childrens-books-that-teach-acceptance-and-
empathy/  

 
 
Continued next page… 
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The dictionary defines the word “nurture” as to care for and protect as well as to foster, encourage and 
to develop. In the context of helping your child to develop social skills and to negotiate conflict – this 
seems very appropriate.  
Plan ahead to be that parent that nurtures your child in the face of challenges. Verbal or physical 
reassurance goes a long way. A gentle word “Ouch that must have hurt – are you OK?” A reassuring 
hug –“come on let me give you a cuddle” helps too! 
However nurturing your child also involves helping him/her to learn, grow and develop. By all means 
comfort your child – especially if they have really hurt themselves. However, remember to keep that 
sense of perspective. 
Once you have supported and nurtured your child it’s important to help your child move on. Talking 
about it at length is not necessary. Nor is it necessary to question your child about other children who 
may have been involved, what he said, what she did for example. Focus on your child.  
“Ouch – I bet that hurt when she hit you with the spade.?  That wasn’t very nice of her –  she must 
have been feeling a bit cranky - shall we give it a bit of a rub? I’m sure you’ll be OK.”  
 
Talking with your child about what he/she might do next time if they experience a fall, a conflict or if 
someone hurts them can help them develop conflict resolution skills which can help lay a solid 
foundation for positive social interactions. “What could you do next time if Amy hurts you?.... Yes – 
you could say “Stop it! I don’t like that!” or you could find some other children to play with…. Or talk 
with a teacher? – These are all good things to do”.  
 
TRUST 
Finally – in order to help your child to deal with conflict in a constructive and positive way – it is 
important to let your child know that you trust your child - that he/she has the capacity to pick 
themselves back up and to deal with similar situations in the future. Particularly as your child grows 
older, it will be important that he/she is confident in his/her abilities to deal with conflict and 
challenges.  
It is also important to trust your child’s teachers. Teachers are (for the most part) skilled and 
experienced when it comes to helping the children in their care to work through conflicts.  
Often parents of children who have been hurt by another child are keen to know whether or not we 
have “spoken to the other child” or “spoken with the other parents”.  
For confidentiality reasons teachers will not discuss other children or parents with you. Nor will 
teachers discuss you or your child with other parents. However – you can rest assured and it is 
important that you trust that your child’s teachers will always talk with both children on both sides of a 
conflict. They will talk with both children about “using your words instead of hurting someone”. 
Teachers may not report minor instances to every parent – but if a child is continually hurting others or 
has had a challenging day involved in conflict with others, they will deal with it appropriately and talk with 
the parents about it.  
Trust yourself too – Parenting is hard enough without beating yourself up about the way you managed (or 
didn’t manage) a situation with your child. Trust in your own capacity for resilience – trust that next time 
you might handle things better or differently. Trust that the love and concern you have for your child will go 
a long way in helping him/her to develop positive, happy and successful relationships.  
 

P.A.R.E.N.T .– Perspective And Resilience Empathy, Nurture, Trust 
 
Written by Felicity Barclay  



Healthy recipe idea  
http://www.taste.com.au/recipes/baby-corn-noodle-fritters/e57668eb-9c08-44d5-8cdd-
5c582c46a0b7 

 
BABY CORN AND NOODLE FRITTERS 
 
INGREDIENTS 

• 85g dried rice vermicelli noodles                                 

• 2 green onions, thinly sliced 

• 125g fresh baby corn, thinly sliced 

• 1 long red chilli, finely chopped 

• 2 tablespoons soy sauce 

• 1 tablespoon oyster sauce 

• 1 teaspoon sesame oil 

• 1/4 cup self-raising flour 

• 4 eggs, lightly beaten 

• 2 tablespoons peanut oil 

• Sweet chilli sauce, sliced green onion, sliced red chilli and mixed salad leaves, to 
serve 

METHOD 
• Step 1 

Place noodles in a heatproof bowl. Cover with boiling water. Stand for 3 minutes or 

until softened. Drain. Cut into 2cm lengths. 

• Step 2 

Combine onion, corn, chilli, soy sauce, oyster sauce, sesame oil and flour in a bowl. 

Add eggs. Stir to combine. Stir in noodles. 

• Step 3 

Heat peanut oil in a large frying pan over medium-high heat. Using 1/4 cup mixture at 

a time, cook in batches, for 2 minutes each side or until golden and cooked through. 

Transfer to a plate lined with paper towel. Cover with foil to keep warm. Serve fritters 

with sweet chilli sauce, onion, chilli and salad leaves.  
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Four Easy Relaxation Exercises for 
children.... Once children learn these strategies - they may be 
able to do this by themselves....A great life skill.... 

If you are having trouble getting your child to sleep, try these 4 
relaxation exercises... 

Sleepy Starfish Lie down on your back with your legs and arms apart. Stay very still 
and imagine you are a sleepy starfish resting at the bottom of the ocean. Breathe in 
and as you breathe out relax you arms. Breathe in and as you breathe out relax your 
legs, breathe in and as you breathe out relax your head.  

See how still you can be at the bottom of the ocean, resting like a sleepy starfish. 
Repeat to yourself I am silent, I am silent. Squeeze and relax. Take in a deep breath and 
as you breathe in, squeeze all the muscles in your body. Now, breathe out and relax all 
the muscles in your body. Repeat this exercise 2 or 3 times. 

Bubble Breaths                                        

Imagine you are blowing bubbles of peace or happiness or love into the 
room. Take in a breath and imagine you have a pot of bubble liquid. Slowly 
and gently blow bubbles into the room.  As you blow out the bubbles, 
imagine they are filled with peace and the whole room is filling up with 
peace. Do you feel peaceful? 
 
Elastic Band 
Close your eyes, be very still and imagine your body is a piece of elastic.  Just relax to 
start with and enjoy being a floppy piece of elastic. Allow your legs to be floppy and 
relaxed, let your arms be floppy and relaxed, let your stomach be floppy and relaxed and 
finally, let your neck and head be floppy and relaxed. 
Now very slowly imagine someone is very gently tugging your head and someone else is 
pulling your feet at the same time. And the elastic is becoming tighter. Your muscles are 
becoming more taut. Your whole body is getting longer and longer.  Enjoy this wonderful 
stretching feeling as you are growing longer. Then... ping...let all the muscles in your body 
relax as the elastic band is released. Relax back to being a floppy bendy piece of elastic 
again. Enjoy this wonderful feeling of being totally relaxed and floppy. 
 
Big Balloon Close your eyes, be very still and imagine that you are holding a big balloon. It 
is very light. It feels very smooth. The balloon is in your favourite colour. Now hold 
the bottom of your balloon, and feel the balloon gently rising into the sky.  Each time 
you breathe in and out, you gently glide further and further into the warm summer 
sky. The deeper your breath is, the further you can travel. 

Enjoy this feeling of weightlessness. Enjoy the feeling of being completely free. Your 
body feels weightless and free and your mind feels totally free. 
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Did you know that Gordon Community Preschool has a 
Facebook page?  
Check us out and take a look! 
https://www.facebook.com/GordonCommunityPreschool/  

    

      GOT A PEN?    Did you know that Gordon Community 
Preschool is a collection point for “Got a Pen?” ..... 
                   Stationery for kids in need. 
 Donations can be left in the “hamper” near our front door.  
“No kid should ever be without a pen to do their school work, yet recent studies show that up to 1 in 7 kids 

in NSW are living in poverty, and this is the kind of problem that they face. When a roof over their heads 

and food on the table are the parent’s priorities it puts things in to perspective. If you would rather live in a 

place where kids don’t have to worry about having the basic supplies they need for school then please 

check out our Facebook for more information on ways that you can make a difference.” 
 
https://www.facebook.com/HaveYouGotAPen/  
“Our aim is to distribute stationery to students who don’t have what they need to actively participate in 
their learning at school on a daily basis. We accept donations of basic stationery items (new, not used) at 
several drop off points across Sydney. From there our volunteers put together kits for Primary School and 
kits for High School students and distribute them to kids in need via their schools. In addition to our 
standard list we also accept donations of other items such as geometry sets and calculators, colour 
pencils and textas, and other basic stationery needs.” 
We are currently accepting donations of:  

 Pens (Blue/Black/Red)                        glue sticks                                                                                                                                      

 Pencil cases                                        coloured pencils/textas                                            

 Rulers (15cm preferred) 

 Scissors 

 Pencil sharpeners 

 Highlighters 
 

 

 

That’s all for this edition of Gordonews – please make note of the attached term calendar and note that 
term three starts back on TUESDAY 18th July – with Monday the 17th being a Professional Development Day 
for our teachers. Not open for children on this day. Please also make use of our Feedback form – attached to 
this newsletter -f you have any comments or suggestions about any aspect of the preschool  the programme 
or management. Kind Regards – Felicity Barclay - Director                                                 
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